
Celtic Daily Prayers 

21-25 September 2020 



Monday 
You have searched me 
and known me, O God. 
You know when I sit down 
and when I rise up. 
(Ps 139:1-2) 
 
Silence 
 

Be still 
and aware of God’s presence 
within and all around. 
 
Opening prayer and thanksgiving 
Thanks be to you, O God, 
that I have risen this day 
to the rising of this life itself. 
May it be a day of blessing, 
O God of every gift, 
a day of new beginnings given. 
Help me to avoid every sin 
and the source of every sin to forsake, 
and as the mist scatters 
from the crest of the hills 
may each ill haze clear 
from my soul, O God. 
 
Free prayers of thanks 
 
Scripture Readings 
 

Psalm 51 
1  Have mercy on me, O God, in your enduring goodness: 
  according to the fulness of your compassion 
  blot out my offences. 
2  Wash me thoroughly from my wickedness: 
  and cleanse me from my sin. 
3  For I acknowledge my rebellion: 
  and my sin is ever before me. 
4  Against you only have I sinned 
 and done what is evil in your eyes: 
  so you will be just in your sentence 
  and blameless in your judging. 
5  Surely in wickedness I was brought to birth: 
  and in sin my mother conceived me. 



6  You that desire truth in the inward parts: 
  O teach me wisdom in the secret places of the heart. 
7  Purge me with hyssop, and I shall be clean: 
  wash me, and I shall be whiter than snow. 
8  Make me hear of joy and gladness: 
  let the bones which you have broken rejoice. 
9  Hide your face from my sins: 
  and blot out all my iniquities. 
10  Create in me a clean heart, O God: 
  and renew a right spirit within me. 
11  Do not cast me out from your presence: 
  do not take your holy spirit from me. 
12  O give me the gladness of your help again: 
  and support me with a willing spirit. 
13  Then will I teach transgressors your ways: 
  and sinners shall turn to you again. 
14  O Lord God of my salvation, deliver me from bloodshed: 
  and my tongue shall sing of your righteousness. 
15  O Lord, open my lips: 
  and my mouth shall proclaim your praise. 
16  You take no pleasure in sacrifice, or I would give it: 
  burnt-offerings you do not want. 
17  The sacrifice of God is a broken spirit: 
  a broken and contrite heart, O God, you will not despise. 
18  In your graciousness do good to Zion: 
  rebuild the walls of Jerusalem. 
19  Then will you delight in right sacrifices, 
 in burnt-offerings and oblations: 
  then will they offer young bulls upon your altar. 
 
Luke 8:16-18 
16 ‘No one after lighting a lamp hides it under a jar, or puts it under a bed, 
but puts it on a lampstand, so that those who enter may see the 
light. 17For nothing is hidden that will not be disclosed, nor is anything  
secret that will not become known and come to light. 18Then pay attention 
to how you listen; for to those who have, more will be given; and from 
those who do not have, even what they seem to have will be taken away.’  
 
Silence 
 

Reflect on the gospel 
and remember  
that God is with those 
who are poor and betrayed. 



Intercessions 
O Christ of the poor and the yearning, 
kindle in my heart within 
a flame of love for my neighbour, 
for my foe, for my friend, 
for my kindred all. 
From the humblest thing that lives 
to the Name that is highest of all, 
kindle in my heart within 
a flame of love. 
 

Pray for the coming day 
and for justice and peace. 
 
The Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father in heaven, 
  hallowed be your name, 
  your kingdom come, 
  your will be done, 
     on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins, 
  as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial 
  and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours 
now and for ever.  Amen. 
 
Closing Prayer 
This day and this night, O God, 
may I know 
the deep peace 
of the running wave 
the deep peace of the flowing air 
the deep peace  
of the quiet earth 
the deep peace of the shining stars 
the deep peace of the Son of Peace. 

 
 
 
 
 



Tuesday 
If I ascend to heaven 
you are there, O God. 
And if I make my bed in hell, 
still you are with me. 
(Ps 139.8) 
 
Silence 
 

Be still 
and aware of God’s presence 
within and all around. 
 
Opening prayer and thanksgiving 
In the beginning, O God, 
you shaped my soul and set its weave. 
You formed my body  
and gave it breath. 
Renew me this day 
in the image of your love. 
O great God, grant me your light. 
O great God, grant me your grace. 
O great God, grant me your joy this day 
and let me be made pure 
in the well of your health. 
 
Free prayers of thanks 
 
Scripture readings 
 

Psalm 57 
1  Be merciful to me, O God, be merciful: 
  for I come to you for shelter; 
2  And in the shadow of your wings will I take refuge: 
  until these troubles are over-past. 
3  I will call to God Most High: 
  to the God who will fulfil his purpose for me. 
4  He will send from heaven and save me: 
  he will send forth his faithfulness 
  and his loving-kindness, 
  and rebuke those that would trample me down. 
5  For I lie amidst ravening lions: 
  those whose teeth are spears and arrows, 
  and their tongue a sharpened sword. 



6  Be exalted, O God, above the heavens: 
  and let your glory be over all the earth. 
7  They have set a net for my feet, and I am brought low: 
  they have dug a pit before me, 
  but shall fall into it themselves. 
8  My heart is fixed, O God, my heart is fixed: 
  I will sing and make melody. 
9  Awake my soul, awake lute and harp: 
  for I will awaken the morning. 
10  I will give you thanks, O Lord, among the peoples: 
  I will sing your praise among the nations. 
11  For the greatness of your mercy reaches to the heavens: 
  and your faithfulness to the clouds. 
12  Be exalted, O God, above the heavens: 
  and let your glory be over all the earth. 
 
Luke 8:19-21 
19 Then his mother and his brothers came to him, but they could not 
reach him because of the crowd. 20And he was told, ‘Your mother and 
your brothers are standing outside, wanting to see you.’ 21But he said to 
them, ‘My mother and my brothers are those who hear the word of God 
and do it.’  
 
Silence 
 

Reflect on the gospel 
and on the Christ of the cross, 
suffering in the world 
with all those who are broken. 
 
Intercessions 
O Christ of the road 
of the wounded, 
O Christ of the tears 
of the broken, 
in me and with me 
the needs of the world. 
Grant me my prayers 
of loving and hoping. 
Grant me my prayers  
of yearning and healing. 
 

Pray for the coming day 
and for the healing 
within and among all people. 



The Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father in heaven, 
  hallowed be your name, 
  your kingdom come, 
  your will be done, 
     on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins, 
  as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial 
  and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours 
now and for ever.  Amen. 
 
Closing Prayer 
God before me, God behind me, 
God above me, God beneath me. 
I on your path, O God, 
you, O God, on my way. 
In the twistings of the road 
in the currents of the river 
be with me by day 
be with me by night 
be with me by day and by night. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Wednesday 
It was you who formed 
my inward parts, 
you knit me together 
in my mother’s womb. 
I praise you 
for I am fearfully 
and wonderfully made.  
(Ps 139:13-14) 
 
Silence 
 

Be still 
and aware of God’s presence 
within and all around. 
 
Opening prayer and thanksgiving 
O Sun behind all suns, 
I give you greeting this new day. 
Let all creation praise you. 
Let the daylight 
and the shadows praise you. 
Let the fertile earth 
and the swelling sea praise you. 
Let the wind and the rain 
the lightening and the thunder 
praise you 
Let all that breathes, 
both male and female, praise you. 
And I shall praise you. O God of all life 
I give you greeting this day. 
 
Free prayers of thanks 
 
Scripture readings 
 

Psalm 62 
1  My soul waits in silence for God: 
  for from him comes my salvation. 
2 He only is my rock and my salvation: 
  my strong tower, so that I shall never be moved. 
3  How long will you all plot against me to destroy me: 
  as though I were a leaning fence or a buckling wall? 
 



4  Their design is to thrust me from my height, 
 and their delight is in lies: 
  they bless with their lips, but inwardly they curse. 
5  Nevertheless, my soul, wait in silence for God: 
  for from him comes my hope. 
6  He only is my rock and my salvation: 
  my strong tower, so that I shall not be moved. 
7  In God is my deliverance and my glory: 
  God is my strong rock and my shelter. 
8  Trust in him at all times, O my people: 
  pour out your hearts before him, for God is our refuge. 
9  The children of Adam are but breath, 
 the children of earth are a lie: 
  place them in the scales and they fly upward, 
  they are as light as air. 
10  Put no trust in extortion, 
 do not grow worthless by robbery: 
  if riches increase, set not your heart upon them. 
11  God has spoken once, twice have I heard him say: 
  that power belongs to God, 
12  That to the Lord belongs a constant goodness: 
  for you reward each one of us according to our works. 
 
Luke 9:1-6 
9Then Jesus called the twelve together and gave them power and  
authority over all demons and to cure diseases, 2and he sent them out to 
proclaim the kingdom of God and to heal. 3He said to them, ‘Take nothing 
for your journey, no staff, nor bag, nor bread, nor money—not even an 
extra tunic. 4Whatever house you enter, stay there, and leave from 
there. 5Wherever they do not welcome you, as you are leaving that town 
shake the dust off your feet as a testimony against them.’ 6They departed 
and went through the villages, bringing the good news and curing  
diseases everywhere.  
 
Silence 
 

Reflect on the gospel 
and on God 
as the wellspring of all life. 
 
 
 
 
 



Intercessions 
There is no plant in the ground 
but tells of your beauty, O Christ. 
There is no creature on the earth, 
there is no life in the sea 
but proclaims your goodness. 
There is no bird on the wing, 
there is no star in the sky, there is nothing beneath the sun 
but it is full of your blessing. 
Lighten my understanding 
of your presence all around, O Christ. 
Kindle my will 
to be caring for creation. 
 

Pray for the coming day 
and for the care of the earth. 
 
The Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father in heaven, 
  hallowed be your name, 
  your kingdom come, 
  your will be done, 
     on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins, 
  as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial 
  and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours 
now and for ever.  Amen. 
 
Closing prayer 
Bless to me, O God, 
my soul that comes from on high. 
Bless to me, O God, 
my body that is of earth. 
Bless to me, O God, 
each scent that goes to my nostrils, 
each taste that goes to my lips, 
each ray that guides my way. 

 
 
 



Thursday 
If I take the wings 
of the morning  
and settle at 
the furthest limits of the sea, 
even there your hand 
shall hold me fast. 
(Ps 139 9-10) 
 
Silence 
 

Be still 
and aware of God’s presence  
within and all around. 
 
Opening prayer and thanksgiving 
O loving Christ 
who died upon the tree, 
each day and each night 
I remember your love. 
In my lying down 
and in my rising up, 
in life and in death 
you are my health and my peace. 
Each day and each night 
I remember your forgiveness 
bestowed on me so gently 
and generously. 
Each day and each night 
may I be fuller in love to you. 
 
Free prayers of thanks 
 
Scripture readings 
Psalm 65 
1  You are to be praised, O God, in Zion: 
  to you shall vows be paid, you that answer prayer. 
2  To you shall all flesh come to confess their sins: 
  when our misdeeds prevail against us, 
  you will purge them away. 
3  Blessed are those whom you choose and take to yourself 
 to dwell within your courts: 
  we shall be filled with the good things of your house, 
  of your holy temple. 



4  You will answer us in your righteousness 
 with terrible deeds, O God our saviour: 
  you that are the hope of all the ends of the earth 
  and of the distant seas; 
5  Who by your strength made fast the mountains: 
  you that are girded with power; 
6  Who stilled the raging of the seas, 
 the roaring of the waves: 
  and the tumult of the peoples. 
7  Those who dwell at the ends of the earth 
 are afraid at your wonders: 
  the dawn and the evening sing your praises. 
8  You tend the earth and water it: 
  you make it rich and fertile. 
9  The river of God is full of water: 
  and so providing for the earth, 
  you provide grain for us all. 
10  You drench its furrows, you level the ridges between: 
  you soften it with showers and bless its early growth. 
11  You crown the year with your goodness: 
  and the tracks where you have passed drip with fatness. 
12  The pastures of the wilderness run over: 
  and the hills are girded with joy. 
13  The meadows are clothed with sheep: 
  and the valleys stand so thick with corn, 
  they shout for joy and sing. 
 
Luke 9:7-9 
7 Now Herod the ruler heard about all that had taken place, and he was 
perplexed, because it was said by some that John had been raised from 
the dead, 8by some that Elijah had appeared, and by others that one of 
the ancient prophets had arisen. 9Herod said, ‘John I beheaded; but who 
is this about whom I hear such things?’ And he tried to see him. 
 
Silence  
 

Reflect on the gospel 
and on the One who calls us 
to follow him 
as the way, the truth and the life. 
 
 
 
 



Intercessions 
Life be in my speech, 
truth in what I say. 
The love Christ Jesus gave 
be filling every heart for me. 
The love Christ Jesus gave 
be filling me for everyone. 
 

Pray for the coming day 
and to follow Christ more closely. 
 
The Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father in heaven, 
  hallowed be your name, 
  your kingdom come, 
  your will be done, 
     on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins, 
  as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial 
  and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours 
now and for ever.  Amen. 
 
Closing prayer 
Bless to me, O God, 
the earth beneath my feet. 
Bless to me O God, 
the path on which I go. 
Bless to me, O God, 
the people whom I meet. 
O God of all gods 
bless to me my life. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 



Friday 
Where can I go 
from your spirit, O God? 
(Ps 139:7) 
 
Silence 
 

Be still 
and aware of God’s presence 
within and all around. 
 
Opening prayer and thanksgiving 
I awake this morning in the presence  
of the holy angels of God. 
May heaven open wide before me 
above me and around me 
that I may see 
the Christ of my love 
and his sunlit company 
in all things of earth this day. 
 
Free prayers of thanks 
 
Scripture readings 
 

Psalm 67 
1  Let God be gracious to us and bless us: 
  and make his face shine upon us, 
2  That your ways may be known on earth: 
  your liberating power among all nations. 
3  Let the peoples praise you, O God: 
  let all the peoples praise you. 
4  Let the nations be glad and sing: 
  for you judge the peoples with integrity, 
  and govern the nations upon earth. 
5  Let the peoples praise you, O God: 
  let all the peoples praise you. 
6  Then the earth will yield its fruitfulness: 
  and God, our God, will bless us. 
7  God shall bless us: 
  and all the ends of the earth will fear him. 
 
 
 



Luke 9:18-22 
18 Once when Jesus was praying alone, with only the disciples near him, 
he asked them, ‘Who do the crowds say that I am?’ 19They answered, 
‘John the Baptist; but others, Elijah; and still others, that one of the  
ancient prophets has arisen.’ 20He said to them, ‘But who do you say that 
I am?’ Peter answered, ‘The Messiah of God.’ 
21 He sternly ordered and commanded them not to tell anyone,  
22saying, ‘The Son of Man must undergo great suffering, and be rejected 
by the elders, chief priests, and scribes, and be killed, and on the third 
day be raised.’ 
 
Silence 
 

Reflect on the gospel and remember 
that the life of heaven 
and the life of earth 
are interwoven. 
 
Intercessions 
O God of life, of all life, of each life, 
I offer you my prayers 
in the love of Christ 
in affection of Christ 
in the company of Christ. 
As your own household 
desires in heaven 
so may I desire on earth this day. 
 

Pray for the coming day 
and for the life of the world. 
 
The Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father in heaven, 
  hallowed be your name, 
  your kingdom come, 
  your will be done, 
     on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins, 
  as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial 
  and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours 
now and for ever.  Amen. 
 



Closing Prayer 
The love and affection  
of the angels be with me. 
The love and affection 
of the saints be with me. 
The love and affection 
of heaven be with me, 
to lead me and to cherish me 
this day. 


